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• Founded in May 1993 

 

• Keep the Estonian Sea Tidy is a non-governmental environmental protection 

organisation specialized in archipelago and marine related issues. 

 

 

Keep the Estonian Sea Tidy 

Hoia Eesti Merd MTÜ - HEM 
 



MARLIN project − background 

• The situation of marine litter in the Baltic Sea is 

relatively unknown.  

 

• Reports from different countries are scarce and data 

can’t be compared since different collecting and 

reporting methods have been used. 

 

• 2009 UNEP launched the first common guidelines 

on marine litter assessments.  

 

• The MARLIN project implements this method in 

25 key areas in Sweden, Finland, Estonia and Latvia 

(in total 150 litter assessments).  

 

 



• Introduce and implement marine litter assessment as a common tool and to 

increase knowledge on marine litter situation. 
 

• One work package works with practical actions to implement the method. 

The litter found on the shores is counted and mapped using a uniform 

system; thus, the data are comparable within the project (between the 

project partners) and internationally.  

• Local mapping and clean-up teams (field teams) help us with mapping and 

counting the litter. 
 

• The other work package focuses on environmental awareness and increased 

knowledge on marine litter.  

MARLIN project − main objectives 



Methology 

• The methodology is based on the guidelines compiled by the United 

Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) in 2009.  
 

• In the last two years, additions and improvements to these have been 

made by the partners of the MARLIN project, taking into account the 

recommendations of the Helsinki Commission (HELCOM). 
 

• This is the first time when four states around the Baltic Sea 

simultaneously map and analyse the quantities and composition of marine 

litter, using a harmonised methodology. 



• The MARLIN project (Baltic Marine Litter) is conducted in cooperation between 

four environmental organisations in Sweden, Finland, Estonia, Latvia 

 

PARTNERS: Keep Sweden Tidy (Sweden) 

 Keep Archipelago Tidy (Finland) 

 Keep the Estonian Sea Tidy (Estonia) 

 Foundation for Environmental Education - FEE Latvia 

 

• The MARLIN project is co-financed by the European Union Regional Development 

Fund through the Central Baltic INTERREG IVA programme. The total budget of  

the project is 788 000 euros 

 

• Start 2011, the project lasts until the end of  2013. 







 







Fieldwork equipment 

• a GPS device 

• a camera and a camcorder 

• a tablet computer and a writing pad 

• tape measures of 10 and 100 meters 

• plastic sticks to mark the measured distances 

• strings of various length (50–100 m) 

• protective gloves and a first-aid kit 

• garbage bags, a knife and scissors 

• a spray marker for marking large objects on the landscape 

• a hanging scale and a simple calculator 
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Some first interesting observations are 

• that Finland has much more litter (221 litter/100m) than the other 

countries (103-111 litter/100m) 
 

• that the average litter/100 m in the North Sea and Baltic Sea is 

almost the same. In Sweden it is considered that the North Sea is 

much more littered than the Baltic Sea 
 

• choosing key areas - archipelago areas, difficult to find 1 km stretch 
 

• protocols - high % ”other plastic”; missing cotton bud sticks, oil 

containers 



Measuring has a great communication value 

  

• Litter is a very visual pollutant and thus media friendly.  
 

• In combination with opinion building activities, measurements itself can 

become a part of mitigation strategies to reduce littering. 

 




